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APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Jane Apostolou, Lilian Bold, Ann Gover

2. DEMENTIA FRIENDS (PRE-MEETING PRESENTATION) Tim Wilkins (Alzheimers Society)
A governmentinitiative spreadinginformation on and understanding of the diseaseand promoting
DementiaChampions — people willing to be trained and Dementia Alliances —communities with awareness.
Websites: alzheimers.org.uk

dementiafriends.org.uk
Dementiacovers all forms of the diseases associated with, but not natural to, deterioration of brain function
with ageing, of which Alzheimersisthe most prevalent group. The aim of treatmentisto delay development
and to assist with living with the disease. Early diagnosis is a significant advantage and West Sussex has three
specialist centres for Memory assessment. There are many cases of diagnosis before the age of 65.
Recommendations of note: see dementiaasa disease —not natural ageing—not natural loss of memory

Itcan belived with well—look to the person notto the symptoms.

Publicduty : Drivingdisqualification have toinform DVLA.
Aids : Carers, carer groups and technological aids available (e.g. Trackers).
Understanding : Society produced video shows an Alzheimer’s experience of shoppingin asuperstore without
and then with the understanding of the staff. Pointsto Champions, Friends and Alliances.

3. BUSINESS FOR THIS MEETING
3(1) COMMITTEE
(1a) AnnGover has resigned from the committee but not from hergeneral membership. She has the thanks
of the membership forthe work she has done forthe Committee.
(1b) ArthurReaderhas taken the place of Paul Smithinthe role of liaison with HDC Community Safety
Partnership
3(2) PARISHCOUNCILREPRESENTATIVES
Billingshurst has appointed Councillor Paul Leaney to representtheminthe Forum.
3(3) THE MEETING 4™ MARCH 2016

The notes were approved as a fairrecord. A very successfully productive meeting with audience and Jeremy
Quinn MP fully engaged. Asimilarevent for Nick Herbert MP for Arundel and South Downs constituency is
proposed for next year.
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3(4) NEXT MEETINGS 2016
September 6™ (Tuesday) SLINFOLD VILLAGE HALL, The Street, Slinfold,RH13 ORP. 10:30am.
December 8" (Thursday) LOWER BEEDING,VILLAGE HALL, Leechpond Hill, RH136NR. 10:30 am.
3(5) FUTURE PRESENTATION SUBJECTS
e Financial Help for Care — Carewise +Age Uk. September2016. Add to explore possibilities for ‘surgeries’.
e Safeguarding
e Legal Services E.g. Powers of Attorney
3(6) FORTHCOMING EVENTS
¢ 30" JUNE 2016 Thursday (10:00AM -1.00PM) LIVING WELL WITH A LONG TERM CONDITION: DIABETES
Sharingexperience and expertisein questions and answers aimed to the improvement of supportinthe
community. Martlets Hall, Civic Way, Burgess Hill. RH15 9NN. Book a place (preferably before 9™ June) by
contacting sam.acagra@nhs.net or 01293 600300 xt 3955. Invitation by Dr Karen Eastman.GP Clinical Director
Long Term Conditions, Horsham and Mid Sussex Clinical Commissioning Group.
¢ 16" JULY 2016 Saturday HORSHAM RIVERSIDE WALK Fourand an half hours of gentle walking (13miles) with
stops and refreshments on the way. Voluntary Sponsorship for Alzheimers Society or others. Registrationin
advance helps organisation —see Horsham Town Community Partnership Website.

4. PRESENTATION by Tracie Thomas WSCC: Head of Adult Services
THE CARE ACT
Various pieces of legislation on the subject of care for the elderly have been enacted since 1948.These were
all broughttogetherinthe Care Act 2014 to re-design the way the social care systemisto work. The Act was to
be effective from April 2015 but the implementation of some parts of it have been put back to 2020.
THE SYSTEM is builtaround the concept of WELLBEING with seven principles of implementation:
1. Entitlement: care needsare entitled to be metby publicsocial care provision
2. independent advocacy is provided where needed in establishing care needs.
3. Eligibility Criteria: levels are set Nationally.
4. Information: connectiontoand supportfrom the providersin choice of care. (WSCC is working on this.)
5. Care Service : stepsare beingmade to integrate the many providersinto a cooperative service by 2020.
6. Safeguarding: the legislation provides a Statutory basis for prosecution of abuse in care.
7. Personalisation and Independence: WSCCisinthe forefront of keepingthis aimforthose in care.

MARKET SHAPINGAND PROVIDER PROBLEMS

Adultservicesare 50 per cent of WSCC budgetandthe general budgethasbeenrequiredto be reduced by
£37millioninthe lastfive years. The numbers of aged persons over 65 years is expected toincrease by 50 per
centin the nextfifteenyears. Provider failures with care homes closingin Brighton and Hove have moved care
needsinto Sussex.

QUESTION: Can the fees paid to Care providers be increased to avoid home closures?

ACTION: Claire Webley [Horsham & Mid-Sussex Voluntary Action] requests the name of the Advocacy Service
providerfrom Tracie Thomas. Action Follow up [MT]

5. PRESENTATION by Ruth Cordon: WSCC Adult Services and Lynda Ryan: Age UK West Sussex

CAREWISE

Self Funders of Care for themselves either Domiciliary or Residential

¢ needfinancial advice as they do earlierin life for mortgaging their home. West Sussex has had to make
arrangements for 398 people who ran out of funding. Average cost of a care home is £56,000 perannum.
Average income of those with self-care is £17,000 plus State Pension plusincome from liquidation of assets.

e CAREWISE since 2011 has an independent panel of trust-tested Financial Advisers with an approved panel of
Specialistsin scrutiny of Care fees to give the necessary financial advice. The fees of Financial Advisers are now
inan open marketto be compared and no longerlinked to schemes on which theirincome depends.

¢ the Carewise service of financial advice aims to set up a mutual confidence between the care home provider
and the personincare.

¢ AGE UK is commissioned by West Sussex County Council to be the agentforadvice to older personson
entitlements and benefits. Theyinvite aninitial consultation from the panel of advisers free of charge to
determine whether financial advice would be relevant. Opportunities forinitialadvice giving can be setup by
Age UK advisers and specialists attending occasions such as the Pulborough Wednesday Club fora ‘surgery’
event.
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Comments

[AT] A PensionPotof £15000 is common and this producesonly £600 p.a + State pension
[EH] Can Benefitassessmentsbe made onthe phone?

[AG] Can a choice be made fromthe list of Advisers given by Carewise?

[MT] How do Carewise advisers relateto existingadvisers whom clients may have?

6. PRESENTATION by Andrew Porsch: WSCC Health Services;

CONNECT TO SUPPORT
Thisis a WEBSITE designed to give aservice of information and advice.
The website isinteractive with the intention that bodies or persons with aninterestin the areas whichit
presents may consultitand constructlinks toit which add a furtherlevel of information to whatis already
there.
Interactionisinvited from and given within three zones of interest within the framework of the Care Act:
1) the general publicin need of and accessing care : local groups are encouraged to place themselvesin the
Zone showing who they are and whatthey need orcan provide.
2) the Providers of care
3) the Professionals working with Adults needing to see whatis and suggesting what could be available.
WEBSITE ADDRESS: westsussexconnecttosupport.org

7. ISSUES ARISING FOR FORUM ATTENTION

[AG] HORSHAM / REDHILL HOSPITAL BUS CONNECTION Action [MB] [AG]
A much used bus route from Horsham to Redhill Hospital has an unfortunate glitch in it which causes serious
delaytotravellers. The routeis served by two services run by different bus companies meeting near Gatwick.
Both Busesare scheduled toarrive and leave at the same time allowing no time for passengers to transfer.
Missingthe transfer means an hour’s wait. It would benefit the passengers, the Hospital and the Bus Companies
if the two services could be co-ordinated.

[JP] DEMENTIA CLUBS (1) see Age UK Website “Hubsand Clubs”
(2) “Mens Shed” Chesworth Farm, Horsham. Launching 7" June 2016.
Contact : benpickstock@gmail.com

8. NEXT MEETING : TUESDAY 6™ SEPTEMBER 2016
SLINFOLD VILLAGE HALL, The Street, Slinfold, RH130RP. 10:00am.




